World War I

In 1917, the United States entered the gruesome carnage of World War I. Before the war ended in November 1918, American soldiers and Marines earned 123 Medals of Honor. World War I was a war like no other. American soldiers were faced with sights far more terrifying than anything they had ever seen. Seasoned veterans were not prepared for what lay before them on the battlefields of Europe. Arkansas proudly sent 72,000 young men overseas to serve our country. As a result of inaccurate records, a complete casualty count of Arkansans who sacrificed themselves for their country is unknown but ranges from 830 to more than 2,000.  It is known that more men died from disease than from battle wounds. In fact, fewer than 450 service men died as a direct result of combat. Numerous Arkansans distinguished themselves during the great war. 28 men received the Distinguished Service Cross, the second highest award given by the United States Military, and three Arkansans received the Medal of Honor posthumously. Many others received numerous awards for their heroic actions.
Click below to learn more about the three Arkansans who earned the Medal of Honor.
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John H. Pruitt, born at Fayetteville, AR. (posthumously), received both the Navy and Army Medals of Honor for the same action.
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Marcellus H. Chiles, born at Eureka Springs, AR. (posthumously)
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Oscar F. Miller, born Franklin County, AR. (posthumously)

