Frequently Asked Questions and Facts

1. What is the correct name for the Medal?

While often called the “Congressional Medal of Honor,” the correct title is simply  “Medal of Honor” and the men who receive it are the recipients, not “winners.” It is the only United States military award that is worn from a ribbon hung around the neck, and the only award presented “By the President in the Name of Congress.”

2. Has a Woman ever been awarded the Medal of Honor?

One woman, Dr. Mary Edwards Walker, received the Medal during the Civil War. Although her award was rescinded during the Purge of 1917-because she was a civilian and not an enlisted solider-Walker refused to surrender her medal and wore it in defiance of Congress. In 1977, fifty years after her death, Walker’s Medal was reinstated.

3. Have any fathers and sons earned the Medal of Honor?

Arthur MacArthur (Civil War) and Douglas MacArthur (World War II) were the only father and son in history to each receive  a  Medal of Honor until January 2000 when the award was presented posthumously to President Theodore Roosevelt  for his service in the Spanish-American War. His son, Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. earned the Medal of Honor during World War II.

4. Is the Medal of Honor only awarded to enlisted men?

Originally the Medal of Honor was only presented to enlisted servicemen and women. Early in the Civil War, however, this was extended to officers as well.

5. How many minority recipients have there been?

There have been eighty-seven African-American recipients, forty-one Hispanic-American recipients, thirty-one Asian-American recipients and twenty-two Native American recipients.

6. Is it illegal to sell the Medal of Honor?

It is illegal to sell, wear, or manufacture the Medal of Honor. Misrepresentation of oneself as  Medal of Honor Recipient is a crime punishable by imprisonment.

7. How many double recipients are there?

There are nineteen double recipients. During World War I, five Marines including Arkansas native John Henry Pruitt, received both Army and Navy Medals of Honor for the same action.  The remaining fourteen double recipients received the awards for separate actions. With the creation of the hierarchy of medals in 1916, double awards were ended.

8. What are the guidelines for which the medal is awarded?

While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States; while engaged in operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force; or while serving with friendly forces engaged in armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

9. Is it required to be a U.S. Citizen to receive the Medal?

It is not required to be a U.S. Citizen, but you must be in the U.S. Military in order to qualify for the Medal of Honor.

10. Who was the youngest Medal of Honor recipient?

William “Willie” Johnson earned the Medal during the Civil War just prior to his 12th birthday and received it just after his 13th.  Willie Johnson received the Medal of Honor for holding onto his instrument during a full retreat when full grown soldiers threw away equipment so there would be less to carry. The youngest twentieth century Medal of Honor recipient was Jack Lucas (17), who threw himself on a grenade during World War II, this was during his third year in the Marines. He had lied on his enlistment forms.

Facts

-Douglas Munro is the only member of the United States Coast Guard to receive the Medal of Honor.

-General Douglas MacArthur is the oldest living soldier to have received the Medal of Honor at the age of 62.

-Five sets of brothers have received the Medal of Honor.

-Theodore Roosevelt is the only President to have received the Medal of Honor, but two presidents sons have received the Medal of Honor, Webb Cook Hayes, for the Philippine Insurrection and Theodore Roosevelt Jr. for World War II.

-Medal of Honor recipient  Maurice “Footsie” Britt is the only professional athlete to have received the Medal of Honor and lived. Britt played professional football for the Detroit Lions before enlisting in the US Army during World War II.

- Maurice Brit also went on to become one of Arkansas Lt. Governors.

